
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e Gaines-
ville Hospital District Board of 
Directors agreed to minimum 
bid amounts on each of four real 
estate properties it has decided 
to sell via sealed bid. Th e board 
set the starting bids following 
an executive session held during 
the September 26 regular board 
meeting. 
 Board members agreed at the 
July 25 regular meeting to sell 
properties the district owns at 
818 North Morris Street, 822 
North Morris Street, 817 North 
Grand Avenue and 801 North 
Grand Avenue.
 Returning from executive ses-
sion, the board also voted unani-
mously to reject a sealed bid of 
$100,100 for 817 North Grand 
Avenue and to extend the bid-
ding period to November 10.
 “We’re going to break this 
[property] into three diff erent 
bids,” Board president Jeff  Isbell 
said.  Th e board also set mini-
mum bids. Th e property at 802 
North Grand Avenue will have a 
minimum bid of $450,000. Th e 
property at 817 North Grand 
will have a minimum bid of 
$285,000 while the lots at 822 
and 818 North Morris will have 
minimum bids of $45,000.

 “Bids will be advertised to be 
accepted on November 10,” Is-
bell said.
 Th e meeting also included ap-
proval of the following consent 
agenda items.
 Minutes of the July 25, 2022 
meeting and minutes from the 
August 23, 2022 special called 
meeting.

 Chief Financial Offi  cer Shelle 
Diehm was on hand to present 
the fi nancial report for July and 
August.
 Diehm noted revenue for July 
to August was $1,0970,000 com-
pared to a budget of $952,000.
 “Th e primary overage is just in 
the collection of delinquent tax-
es,” she said. “If you look at the 

expenses the one item, I would 
point out… there was $4,900 
of purchased services that was 
unbudgeted. Th at was for the 
appraisal on the building that 
you’re going to sell.”
 She said the district remains 
under-budget for the most part.
 “We were at $829,000
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by Grice King

 October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. We will 
start seeing pink all around as 
multiple sports and activities 
try to help raise awareness to 
this deadly disease. In 2022, 
an estimated 287,500 new 
cases of invasive breast cancer 
will be diagnosed in women in 
the U.S. as well as 51,400 new 
cases of non-invasive (in situ) 
breast cancer. 65% of breast 
cancer cases are diagnosed at a 
localized stage (there is no sign 
that the cancer has spread out-
side of the breast), for which 
the 5-year relative survival 
rate is 99%. Th is year, an es-
timated 43,550 women will 
die from breast cancer in the 
U.S. Although rare, men get 
breast cancer too. In 2022, an 
estimated 2,710 men will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
in the U.S. and approximately 
530 men will die from breast 
cancer. 1 in 8 women in the 
United States will be diag-
nosed with breast cancer in her 
lifetime. Early detection is the 
key, so screenings and exams 
are a valuable tool in helping 
us manage. Awareness helps 
save lives.

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Th e Texas AgriLife Exten-
sion Offi  ce is hosting a Private 
Pesticide Applicators Training 
course on Friday, October 14 
from 1:00 to 4:30 pm at their 
offi  ce. Space is limited. Class is 
$65. 
 Call Tanah Lowe at 940-
668-5413 for more details and 
to sign up!

++++++++

 Th e Cooke County Retired 
School Personnel will meet

(Continued on Page 5)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Would you 
pay higher taxes to cut down on 
noisy train horns in Gainesville?
 Voters will make that decision 
on the November 8 ballot when 
they face a $2.8 million bond 
election to establish a quiet zone 
in a historic Gainesville neigh-
borhood along the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe railway tracks. 
 Mayor Tommy Moore held the 
fi rst of three planned informa-
tion meetings to present details 
of the project September 27 at 
the Gainesville Civic Center. 
 He noted the information pro-
grams are aimed at presenting 
details on the project and are not 

intended to present one opinion 
over another. Th  city isn’t taking 
sides on the issue, he said.
 “I’m just here to share informa-
tion about what this bond elec-
tion is for and what the project 
entails,” Moore said.
 Th e project came about after 
a study identifi ed approximately 
$700 million worth of infrastruc-
ture needs in the city.
 “Th is council has taken the po-
sition to not raise your taxes and 
work from the capital that we 
can work from and raise money 
through taxation and then also 
bonds that we can sell, that we 
have the ability to do,” he said. 
“We were approached by some 
folks in town that wanted to talk 
about establishing a quiet zone. 

We had no idea what that would 
cost, and the only way we could 
fi gure that out was to come up 
with a study.”
 Th e city contracted with engi-
neering company Kimley Horn 
& Associates for a study which 
cost approximately $20,000, 
Moore said. Th e city partnered 
with business owners and citi-
zens 50/50 to fund the study, he 
added.
 “What we came up with to es-
tablish a quiet zone was $258,000 
to do that,” he said. “Now with 
that said, council decided that 
we’re not going to take this proj-
ect on as a city with $700 million 
in projects that we need to do 
to make our lives better, but we 
would welcome opening up this 

to a bond election and allow you 
the voter to vote on this and de-
cide if that’s something that you 
want to do.”
 Th e proposal would close rail-
way crossings at Belcher Street 
on the north side of the city and 
Cole Street on the south end of 
the city. Eight other crossings 
would receive channelization, 
concrete curbing and signs to 
prevent motorists from driving 
around crossing gates.
 “Th at really is in a nutshell 
what the project scope is,” Moore 
said.
 Th e total cost of the project in-
cludes engineering work on the 
property, the cost of barriers and 
a 30 percent allowance for cost

(Continued on Page 2)

Mayor Holds First of Th ree Quiet 

Zone Information Meetings

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
Independent School District is 
continuing to focus on two top 
priorities -- teacher shortages and 
campus safety, Superintendent 
Dr. Des Stewart said in his report 
during the September 19 regular 
GISD board of trustees meeting. 
Employment within the district 
remains a chief concern, he said.
 “Th is is another thing that 
continues to be a hot button,” he 
said. “Again, [shortages of teach-
ers] is not something that is spe-
cifi c just to GISD. Th is is a state-
wide and a nationwide problem 

as far as lack of teacher applicants 
that school districts are experi-
encing.”
 Eff orts to hire new teachers 
include contacting local univer-
sities to encourage December 
graduates to apply at GISD.
 “We’re going to continue to 
exercise those practices, reaching 
out, attending job fairs because 
there’s a lot of job fairs that are 
getting ready to start… within 
the next month or so,” Stewart 
said. “And so, we’ll be putting to-
gether our team of building prin-
cipals and district representatives 
to go out and hopefully recruit 
some teachers to come teach with 
us here in GISD.”

 Th e district is approximately 
15 teachers and fi ve paraprofes-
sionals short, he added.
 “And again, those teachers are 
spread throughout the district,” 
he said. “Th e thing is the campus 
administration has been able to 
work through the numbers… Of 
course, we want to keep our class 
sizes as small as possible. We do 
not want to see classes where we 
have 30, 32, 33 kids. [Teachers] 
are working very, very hard to 
keep those numbers below that 
threshold in our core classes.”
 Safety is another priority for 
the district.  Stewart noted the 
passage of Senate Bill 11 requires 
school districts to conduct be-

havioral threat assessments and 
to collect relevant data regarding 
safety.
 He noted SB 11 is also an un-
funded mandate which means 
the district itself must pay to 
implement the law.
 “We basically have to utilize 
internal resources to meet each 
and every requirement,” Stewart 
said. 
 One requirement is the forma-
tion of a safety committee which 
will meet four times this year to 
discuss what the district is do-
ing as whole to keep everyone on 
campuses safe, he said.
 Th e district will also undergo a

(Continued on Page 12)

School Safety, Hiring Teachers 

Top Priorities for GISD

Campaign Stop – Texas Lt. Governor Dan Patrick stopped for a meet and greet Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27 at Safran Seats US in Gainesville. Patrick, a Republican, is running for reelection 
against Democrat Mike Collie in the November 8 general election.        (The Weekly News Photo)  
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FREE FLU SHOTS
The Paige MaKenzie Adams Foundation
will be giving free fl u shots for children

6 months-18 years of age on October 8, 2022 
starting at 9:00 am.  This will be done at

McLeroy and Klein Medical at
1625 N. Grand Ave Gainesville, TX 76240. 

LOOKING 
FORWARD, 
REACHING 

HIGHER
Step by step, that’s the way… building tomorrow today. 

new ways to help you manage your money better, 
smarter, faster and easier.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096
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overages, he said. Th e quiet 
zone would also make the 
crossings safer by prevent-
ing drivers and individuals 
from bypassing barriers to 
cross railway tracks.
 Th e project may not 
reach $2.8 million in costs.
 “What we will do if this 
passes, is we will look at 
costs before we move for-
ward with the project to 
make sure we borrow the 
right amount of money,” 
he said. “If we can do it 
for $2.1 million that’s what 
we’ll do it for. We won’t go 
all the way up to that $2.8 
million.”
 Th e meeting also provid-

ed a forum for questions 
about the proposed quiet 
zone project.
 In answer to a question 
about the reach of the po-
tential tax increase, Moore 
said the tax would only 
aff ect residents who live 
within city limits.
 “Th is proposal, and this 
is the worst case scenario 
[with a] $2.8 million on 
the highest bond rate… 
on a $200,000 house [the 
cost] is $29.20 a year,” 
he said. “Th at’s a 20-year 
bond, and that’s what it 
costs. It’s .0146 per $100.”
 Moore also pointed out 
the city is increasing its 
industrial sector and the 
tax base should increase as 

the business, industry and 
population grow helping 
lower some taxes.
 “Th at [tax] obligation 
goes down on each one of 
us as that tax base goes up,” 
he said.
 Upcoming economic 
boosts include Tractor 
Bobs Tractor Sales of Okla-
homa City moving its 
corporate headquarters to 
Gainesville. Th e company 
will also be a distributor for 
Yanmar tractors. 
 Also planned is closing 
on a deal for a new busi-
ness park in November. 
Th e park project should get 
underway in early 2023, 
Moore added.
 Th e bond election is 

proving a tough sell for 
some residents.
 Speaking from the audi-
ence Gary Sutton warned 
offi  cials not to take lightly 
a $29 annual tax increase 
on a residence.
 “I’m gonna tell you 
I served on the [Cooke 
County Appraisal Review] 
Board and I can tell you 
there’s people in this com-
munity who cannot aff ord 
that $29,” Sutton said. 
“…I tell you the taxpay-
ers in this county are upset 
with spending that goes on 
from top to bottom in ev-
erything.”
 He also said every bond 
election that has been pre-
sented for the last two years 
has been rejected by tax-
payers. 
 “Th ey’ve had enough of 
additional taxation,” he 
said. “Th ey’re fed up, I’m 
telling you. Speaking from 
experience… $29 may 
be nothing to the people

(Continued on Page 8)
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Information published in 
the ‘Muenster Hospital Dis-
trict Selects Lab Contractor;
Approves Proposed Tax 
Rate’ story in September 7, 
2022 edition of Th e Weekly 
News was incorrect. 
 Th e Muenster Hospital 
District approved a tax rate 
of .1500 per $100 value. A 
tax rate of .1505 per $100 
was reported.

CorrectionGAINESVILLE -Tuesday, 
October 11, 2022, is the 
date for this year’s Table-
top Treasures display and 
luncheon at First United 
Methodist Church in 
Gainesville. Th e event is 
titled “Joy and Happiness 
2022” and is chaired by 
Gayla Sutton and Debbie 
Jones. 
 Th is year marks the 32nd 
year of the event, and fea-
tures 32 Tabletop displays 
of decorations, collec-
tions, china, crystal, and 
silver arranged by church 
members, businesses, and 
friends of the community. 
Th e theme of each table 

is unique and interesting. 
Th is is an excellent oppor-
tunity to get ideas for un-
usual table decorations as 
well as great holiday deco-
rative tips. Th e displays 
are open for viewing from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in 
the church fellowship cen-
ter. A silent auction is also 
a special addition to the 
event along with a raffl  e.
 Th is year the luncheon 
will again have a large 
number of tables for lunch 
seating. Th e luncheon is 
included in the $15 tick-
et price and served from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
You may dine with in or 

take your lunch to go.
 Proceeds from the event 
will benefi t VISTO Back-
pack Buddies, Abigail’s 
Arms, Noah’s Ark, and Bo-
chy’s Place. 
 First United Methodist 
Church is located at 214 
South Denton Street in 
Gainesville, directly across 
from the Butterfi eld Stage 
Playhouse. Tickets for the 
event are $15, and may be 
purchased in advance at 
the church, online at www.
fumcgainesville.org/give or 
at the door. For more in-
formation, please contact 
the church offi  ce at 940-
665-3926. 

FUMC to Host

Tabletop Treasures



Ann Adel (Herr)
Bengfort

Services
 A Mass of Christian Burial 
for Ann Adel (Herr) Beng-
fort is scheduled for 10:00 
AM Monday, October 3, 
2022 at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church with Fr. Kyle Wal-
terscheid offi  ciating.  Burial 
will follow in the St. Peter’s 
Catholic Cemetery.  A ro-
sary will be held Sunday at 
4:00 PM at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home.
History
 Ann Adel (Herr) Bengfort 
was born August 11, 1931 
in Hereford, TX.  She was 
the daughter of John F. and 
Ursula S. (Koelzer) Herr.  
Her family moved to Muen-
ster when she was a child.  
Th e Herrs were a large fam-
ily and their home was fi lled 
with love and laughter and 
light.
 Th e fi rst time my Dad 
saw her was at a high school 

football game, the Lindsay 
Knights against Sacred Heart 
in Muenster.  He looked at 
his Dad and said “Th at’s the 
woman I’m going to marry!”  
And by golly, he did!  And 
even though he really wasn’t 
all that wild about dancing, 
he knew that the woman he 
loved was!  And he was her 
favorite partner.  On Febru-
ary 20, 1950, Ann married 
Leonard Joseph Bengfort.  
She and her sister, Jean, 
shared their wedding day 
with each other, Grandpa 
insisting he wasn’t ready to 
pay for two weddings!  My 
Grandmother made both 
wedding dresses and her 
daughters were beautiful in 
them.  Our parents made 
their home on the farm 
north of Lindsay, TX and 
practiced their Catholic faith 
at St. Peter’s in Lindsay.
 Along with raising 6 
children, Ann worked as a 
nurse’s aide at Gainesville 
Memorial Hospital.  Years 
later she made an attempt 
at retirement but decided 
to go back to work when 
Pete Robinson at Joe Wal-
ter Lumber Co. off ered to 
relieve her of her boredom 
with a position there.  She 
loved it.  Mom and Dad 
loved to travel, going to 
many places in this coun-
try and around the world.  
She rarely missed a game of 
chicken foot with her La-
dies!  Th ey all enjoyed each 

other so much.
 Ann’s sense of humor, 
of adventure, of family, of 
faith, carried her on a beau-
tiful path in her life.  She has 
been a bright spirit in all our 
lives and we will miss her al-
ways.  Mom has moved into 
the hands of the Holy Spirit.  
And she is surrounded by 
all those who’ve gone before 
her, she is embraced in love; 
as she was when she was here 
with us.  And we will hold 
our love for her always.
 Ann joins those who’ve 
gone before her, husband 
Leonard; parents John and 
Ursula; infant son John; 
daughter Susan Cason; 
son-in-law Steven Robin-
son; granddaughter Ann 
Cheaney; Joe and Elizabeth 
Bengfort her father and 
mother-in-law; sisters Jean 
and husband Bill Brown, 
Th erese Pettigrew, Alma 
(Bunny) Marr.  She was also 
preceded in death by her 
brothers Sonny and Richard 
Herr; sisters-in-law Marie 
(and Norbert) Zimmerer, 
Catherine (and Pete) Stof-
fels, Sister Elise, Betty (and 
Charles) Stoff els, Dorothy 
Bengfort, and brothers-in-
law Wilfred Bengfort and 
Tony Hess.
Survivors
 She is survived by daugh-
ter LuLu Bengfort (Rob-
inson); son Michael (and 
Joyce) Bengfort; daughter 
Constance Gobert; daugh-

ter Julia (and James) Whit-
craft; son Joe (and Gisela) 
Bengfort; grandchildren:  
Ted (and Hannah) Cason, 
Sid Cason, Angi (and Scott) 
Flanagan, Jon (and Lisa) 
Bengfort, Jen (and Fer-
nando) Castaneda, Lindsey 
(and Amy) Bengfort, Joseph 
(and Holly) Bengfort, Selina 
(and Chris) Sylvie, Patrick 
(and Melanie) Straub, Ja-
cob (and Amy) West, Travis 
Whitcraft, and Sarah (and 
Brian) Kladnick.  Survivors 
also include her sister Pat 
(and Jimmy) Brown; sisters-
in-law Anna Herr and Stella 
Hess; brother-in-law Tony 
Marr; 14 great-grandchil-
dren, with one on the way.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made in Ann’s 
name to St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church or to a charity of 
your choice.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Virginia Sanford
 
Services
 Virginia Marie Sanford, 
85, of Gainesville, passed 
away September 25, 2022 in 
Gainesville. Private service 
will be held at a later date.
History

 She was born March 17, 
1937 in Minto, ND.
 Mrs. Sanford was pre-
ceded in death by: husband 
Everette R. Sanford; parents 
Walter and Rose (Marcin-
iak) Lizakowski; brothers 
Tom Lizakowski and Rich-
ard Lizakowski; sisters Betty 
Lizakowski and Rosanne 
Starks; and sister-in-law 
Sondra Lizakowski.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: brother 
Walter E. Lizakowski; nu-
merous nieces and nephews; 
friends Kenny and Tammy 
Triplett; friends Clay and 
Kelli Triplett and their chil-
dren Chris and Jack; and 
friend Monica Grove and 
her children Megan, Ty, and 
Linsey.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Glenda Goode Steed

Services
 Funeral services for Glen-
da Goode Steed, 62, of 
Gainesville, are set for 10:00 
AM Tuesday, October 4, 
2022 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Chapel with 
Bro. Arthur Green offi  ciat-
ing.  Burial will follow in 
Fairview Cemetery.  A visi-
tation will be held Monday 
for 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the 
funeral home.
History
 Mrs. Steed passed away 
at her home September 28, 
2022.  She was born August 
22, 1960, in Gainesville, to 
Glenn Edward and Mary 
Jean (Henderson) Goode.
 Glenda worked at 
Walmart in Gainesville for 
over 20 years.  She was often 

recognized by her beautiful 
smile and exceptionally long 
hair.  If you knew Glenda, 
you knew how much she 
loved her kids and grand-
kids.  She was always taking 
her grandkids somewhere 
fun and when they were 
with her, it was “Nana’s 
rules.”  She loved that she 
was able to teach all of her 
grand-babies to ride a bike 
with no training wheels.  
She loved being involved 
with her church and her 
church family.  She had a 
heart of gold and genuinely 
cared about others.
Survivors
 Mrs. Steed is survived by 
her daughter Rebecca Steed 
Schmitz and son-in-law 
Rusty of Gainesville; daugh-
ter Kelli Steed of Pilot Point; 
son Brad Steed and daugh-
ter-in-law Alicia; grandchil-
dren:  Skylar Nottingham, 
Jaden Murrell, Lili Schmitz, 
Braden Wetmore, Ryleigh 
Steed, CJ Goodrich, Kinlee 
Steed, Blakley Steed, Easton 
Lambert, Dougan Schmitz, 
and Charli Steed; great-
grandchildren Gabriel and 
Ophelia Coelho; brothers 
Darin Goode of Krum and 
Jay Goode of Sherman; sis-
ter Lisa Bloom and brother-
in-law Ryan of Sanger.  She 
is also survived by Stephen 
Hermes and numerous niec-
es, nephews, and cousins.
 Glenda was preceded in 
death by her parents and her 
brother Duane Goode.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, please 
donate to Home Hospice, 
316 S. Chestnut St., Gaines-
ville, TX 76240, or home-
hospice.org.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.
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GAINESVILLE – Th e 
Gainesville Fire Department 
is teaming up with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Associ-
ation to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Fire Preven-
tion Week TM (FPW), Oc-
tober 9-15, 2022. 
 Th e department will host 
a series of events in support 
of this year’s Fire Prevention 
Week campaign, “Fire won’t 
wait. Plan your escape.” 
  Th e Flame-Out clowns 
will educate elementary stu-
dents with interactive fi re 
prevention skits held the 
week of October 10 at St. 
Mary’s Elementary, Chalm-
ers Elementary, and Edison 
Elementary in Gainesville. 
 On Saturday, October 8, 
GFD will have the popular 
fi re safety simulated smoke 
house at Depot Day from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Farmer’s 
Market for children to learn 
how to practice a fi re escape. 
Th ere is no charge for this 
interactive learning experi-
ence. 
 To fi nd out more about 
Fire Prevention Week pro-
grams and activities in 
Gainesville, contact the 
Gainesville Fire Department 
at 940-668-7777, Ext. 5734 
or email gfd@gvps.org. For 

more general information 
about Fire Prevention Week 
and fi re prevention in gener-
al, visit fpw.org and sparky.
org.
 Th is year’s FPW cam-
paign, “Fire won’t wait. Plan 
your escape” works to edu-
cate everyone about simple 
but important actions they 
can take to keep themselves 
and those around them safe 
from home fi res.
 “Today’s homes burn fast-
er than ever. You may have as 
little as two minutes (or even 
less time) to safely escape a 
home fi re from the time the 
smoke alarm sounds. Your 
ability to get out of a home 
during a fi re depends on 
early warning from smoke 
alarms and advance plan-
ning,” said Lorraine Carli, 
vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA. 
 Gainesville Fire Depart-
ment encourages all resi-
dents to embrace the 2022 
Fire Prevention Week theme. 
 “It’s important to plan 
and practice a home fi re es-
cape. Everyone needs to be 
prepared in advance, so that 
they know what to do when 
the smoke alarm sounds. 
Given that every home is 
diff erent, every home fi re 

escape plan will also be dif-
ferent,” said GFD Public 
Information Offi  cer Tamara 
Grimes Sieger. “Have a plan 
for everyone in the home. 
Children, older adults, and 
people with disabilities may 
need assistance to wake up 
and get out as seconds count 
during a fi re to save lives.” 
 Fire escape planning tips: 
 • Make sure your plan 
meets the needs of all your 
family members, including 
those with sensory or physi-
cal disabilities. 
 • Smoke alarms should 
be installed inside every 
sleeping room, outside each 
separate sleeping area, and 
on every level of your home. 
Check your batteries or in-
stall smoke alarms with 10 
year batteries.
 • Know at least two ways 
out of every room, if possi-
ble. Make sure all doors and 
windows open easily. 
 • Have an outside meeting 
place a safe distance from 
your home where everyone 
should meet.
 • Practice your home fi re 
drill at least twice a year with 
everyone in the household, 
including guests. Practice 
at least once during the day 
and at night. 

Gainesville Fire and Rescue

Celebrate Fire Prevention Week
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Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point. 
Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed 
letters will be printed as space allows. Letters that are 
not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the 
author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Letters to the Editor...
Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 On September 26, our 
County Commissioners 
Court met and discussed 
the potential to buy the 
old Prosperity Bank build-
ing with plans to convert 
part of it into the new li-
brary building. Th is would 
reduce the size of the li-
brary substantially.  Not 

only is the square footage 
of the new proposed space 
approximately half of the 
current space, but it cannot 
support the weight of seven 
foot bookshelves, as cur-
rently used by our library.  
Because of the basement 
beneath, it can only sup-
port fi ve foot bookshelves.  
Th erefore, we would lose 
vertical space as well as 
square footage.  But this is 
part of their plan! In fact, 
Judge Starnes proposed 
the plan to “reduce the 
footprint of the library sig-
nifi cantly” by converting 
it into a mostly electronic 
library. 
 I am a mother of four 
children who benefi t great-
ly from our local library. 
Every week we gather with 
thirty to fi fty other children 
(yes- often FIFTY!) to sing 

songs, hear stories, and cul-
tivate their imaginations in 
Story Time with Ms. Kim.  
I have made countless 
friends from these weekly 
gatherings. When we were 
new to Gainesville, this 
was treasured time to get to 
know people in our com-
munity.  We are currently 
cramming into the room to 
hear stories and celebrate 
books.  We need a larger 
space, not a smaller one! 
Cooke County should be 
proud to encourage these 
young readers and do all 
that they can to promote 
and support this cause!
 Why do Judge Starnes 
and the Commissioners 
want to downsize our li-
brary?  Does the old Pros-
perity Bank have space for 
story time?  Would moth-
ers of toddlers and pre-

schoolers feel safe parking 
on California and juggling 
books and children inside 
while avoiding traffi  c? Is 
there even room for this 
many families to park to 
gather together? Would 
our beloved books be 
downsized in the children’s 
department?  Would we be 
forced to read digital books 
to our children on our 
phones, thus increasing 
their exposure to screens 
instead of pulling them 
away from them? 
 Please, call your local 
commissioner and Judge 
Starnes and fi ght for our 
library. Don’t let them turn 
our beloved library into 
just another screen pusher.  
Let’s save our library!

Lauren McClain
Lindsay

Opinions

By Jamie Stiehm

 No American president 
ever posed as the victim of a 
“witch hunt” -- save former 
President Donald Trump. 
It’s his favorite metaphor 
for all time and place. 
 We’ll be hearing more 
of that as courts and the 
House committee on Jan. 6 
trace a long trail of crimes 
under investigation, up to 
the failed Capitol coup. 
Justice may bring punish-
ment. Certainly a 2024 
campaign is going out the 
window. 
 But let’s focus on 

Trump’s obsession with 
“witch hunts.” Th e deca-
dent Mar-a-Lago dweller 
has no shame in stealing a 
metaphor that belongs to 
us -- women.
 Yet it turns out Trump 
does have a close connec-
tion with witch hunts. His 
sordid mentor, Roy Cohn, 
was the chief counsel to 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s 
committee that blacklisted 
“communists” in Washing-
ton, New York and Holly-
wood during the 1950s. 
 For those who celebrate 
history, this is when it 
rhymes. 
 You and I know that 
mostly women suff ered as 
they were accused, tried 
and hanged as witches in 
the Old and New Worlds. 
 Indulged all his miscre-
ant life, Trump has nothing 
in common with innocent 
people who looked perse-
cution in the eye. 
 Maybe you’ve heard of 
the medieval ducking pond 
test: If the woman sank to 
the bottom, that proved 

she was innocent of witch-
craft. Widows, midwives 
or herb healers were some-
times suspected of having 
unnatural powers. 
 September was the 
month when the Puritan 
town of Salem, Massachu-
setts, put to death the larg-
est number of “witches.” 
Nine died, witnessed by the 
village. Th e year was 1692, 
and here we are still talking 
about witch hunts and tri-
als, exactly 330 years later. 
 One Salem man, Giles 
Corey, was pressed to 
death with stones on Sept. 
19. His wife Martha was 
hanged. Th e scenes were 
ugly as neighbors saw 
neighbors go to the gallows 
by the hill. Rebecca Nurse, 
71, was condemned, de-
spite an outcry. All told, 
20 died in 1692, which left 
deep wounds in the small 
colonial village. 
 All were judged by men 
cloaked in legal and reli-
gious power. 
 Puritans were harsh on 
themselves, too. Five years 

later, a witch trial judge, 
Samuel Sewall, expressed 
remorse before a Boston 
church congregation, stat-
ing he “desires to take the 
blame and shame of it.” 
 Try to imagine Trump 
taking “the blame and 
shame” of his actions. Th at 
takes courage. He would 
never do it, for he is always 
the victim. 
 Th e witch hunts were 
chalked up to “mass hyste-
ria.”
 If you ask me, what ailed 
the Puritans is still with 
us today. It just has a dif-
ferent name: QAnon be-
liefs spread rapidly among 
Trump supporters. Th ey 
showed up in force in the 
deadly mob attack on the 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
 QAnon is a bizarre politi-
cal conspiracy theory that I 
don’t even want to describe 
in polite company. But it’s 
giving Trump one last gasp 
of hope for a strong base of 
support. 
 Th e more desperate 
Trump is, the harder he’ll 

fall into QAnon believers. 
He’s warned of inciting 
violence again: “the likes of 
which perhaps we’ve never 
seen.” 
 His lackey, Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., chimed 
in that street “riots” were 
ahead if Trump was indict-
ed. 
 One of the great Ameri-
can playwrights, Arthur 
Miller spent time in Salem 
going over the court re-
cords of the 1692 tragedies.
 Th e drama he wrote, in 
the early 1950s, “Th e Cru-
cible,” is a theater classic. 
 Miller held up the Mc-
Carthy era hearings to the 
light of Salem’s zealous pur-
suit of (so-called) witches. 
He created characters based 
on what was known, with 
their real names. He re-
vealed the alarm started 
in the Rev. Samuel Parris’ 
house and took fl ight like 
lightning. 
 Telling the Salem story, 
Miller showed how easy 
it was to suggest or spread 

lies, even among god-fear-
ing people. 
 Miller witnessed it in 
his own time, with writ-
ers called before McCar-
thy’s committee to “name 
names.” Some did, some 
did not. Th ose named -- in 
government, journalism, 
the arts -- had their lives 
ruined. 
 McCarthy kept press-
ing until the day he was 
stopped by an Army law-
yer, Joseph Welch: “Have 
you no sense of decency?”
 Th e answer was no. Nor 
did dark Cohn have a shred 
of decency as he egged on 
McCarthy’s evil deeds. He 
later taught them to young 
Trump.
 Jamie Stiehm may be 
reached at JamieStiehm.
com. Follow her on Twit-
ter @JamieStiehm. To fi nd 
out more about Jamie 
Stiehm and other Creators 
Syndicate columnists and 
cartoonists, visit Creators.
com COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Jamie Stiehm

Why Trump Talks Nonstop About Witch Hunts 

Patrick J. Buchanan

Is ‘Our Democracy’ Failing Our Country?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

 Asked, “What is an 
American?” many would 
answer, “An American is 
a citizen of the United 
States.” 
 Yet, at the First Conti-
nental Congress in 1774, 
15 years before the U.S. 
became a nation of 13 
states, Patrick Henry 
rose to proclaim that, 
“British oppression has 
eff aced the boundaries of 
the several colonies; the 
distinctions between Vir-
ginians, Pennsylvanians, 
New Yorkers, and New 
Englanders are no more. 
I am not a Virginian, but 
an American.”
 Henry was saying -- 
more than a dozen years 
before our constitutional 
republic was established 
-- that America already 
existed as a nation, and 

he was her loyal son.
 In an 1815 letter to 
Th omas Jeff erson, long 
after both men had 
served as president, John 
Adams wrote: 
 “As to the history of 
the Revolution, my Ideas 
may be peculiar, perhaps 
Singular. What do We 
mean by the Revolution? 
Th e War? Th at was no 
part of the Revolution. 
It was only an Eff ect and 
Consequence of it. Th e 
Revolution was in the 
Minds of the People, and 
this was eff ected, from 
1760 to 1775, in the 
course of fi fteen Years be-
fore a drop of blood was 
drawn at Lexington.” 
 Adams was saying that 
America was conceived 
and, as an embryonic 
nation, grew within the 
hearts of the peoples of 
the 13 colonies, two to 
three decades before the 
Constitutional Conven-
tion in Philadelphia.
 In short, our country 
came to be before our 
republic came to be, and 
long before what we to-
day call “our democracy” 
came to be. A country is 
diff erent from, and more 
than, the political system 
that it adopts.
 France was France all 
through the Bourbon 

dynasty, the Revolution 
of 1789, the creation of 
the First Republic, the 
Reign of Terror, Napo-
leon’s First Empire and 
the restoration of the 
Bourbon monarchy -- all 
the way to the creation 
of the Fifth Republic 
by President Charles de 
Gaulle.
 And beneath the cara-
pace of the USSR, the 
heart of Mother Russia 
continued to beat. Right-
ly, during the Cold War, 
we regarded Lithuania, 
Latvia, Estonia, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hun-
gary, Romania and Bul-
garia as “captive nations” 
and captive peoples. 
 Th e point: Neither the 
regime nor the politi-
cal system imposed, nor 
some abstract idea, is the 
country that predates 
them and has fi rst claim 
upon the loyalty of its 
sons and daughters. 
 In his famous toast, 
American naval hero 
Stephen Decatur de-
clared: “Our country! ... 
May she always be in the 
right; but our country, 
right or wrong!”
 Th e crisis today for 
those who incessantly 
proclaim, “Our democ-
racy is in danger,” is that 
millions of patriots are 

coming to see our in-
cumbent regime, “our 
democracy,” as faithless 
and failing in its fore-
most duty -- to protect 
and defend our country 
and countrymen from 
enemies foreign and do-
mestic. 
 Forced constantly by 
the establishment to 
choose between them, 
patriotic Americans may 
one day come to choose, 
as did their fathers, the 
country they love over 
the crown that rules 
them.
 Consider.
 Th e Biden regime that 
currently rules us has al-
lowed 3 million migrants 
to invade our country in 
two years. Th ese illegals 
continue to break our 
laws and cross our bor-
der at a rate of 250,000 
a month.
 Among them are ter-
rorists, robbers, rap-
ists, murderers, cartel-
ists and child molesters. 
Th e Biden regime has 
abdicated its duty to 
halt the invasion that 
is changing the ethnic, 
racial, religious, social 
and political character 
and composition of our 
American family without 
the consent of the Amer-
ican people, into whose 

national home these in-
truders are breaking with 
impunity.
 President Joe Biden is 
assuring that the future 
of the nation will be de-
termined by millions of 
people who have in com-
mon only that they broke 
our laws to get into our 
country. Vice President 
Kamala Harris smugly 
dismisses demands to ad-
dress the crisis by saying 
America’s southern bor-
der is “secure.”
 With this invasion 
has come a fl ood of the 
narcotic fentanyl, which 
last year took the lives 
of 100,000 Americans, a 
number equal to all the 
U.S. war dead in years of 
fi ghting in Korea, Viet-
nam, Afghanistan and 
Iraq.
 Under the Biden par-
ty’s policy of softness on 
crime and indulgence 
of the criminal class, as-
saults, robberies, carjack-
ings and “mass shoot-
ings,” where four victims 
are killed or wounded 
in each episode, have 
surged in U.S. cities.
 With America’s cur-
rency and economy in 
his custody, Biden has, 
in 18 months, run up 
infl ation, that cancer of 
America’s currency, to 

8%, run up the national 
debt to where it far ex-
ceeds the gross national 
product, and crashed the 
stock market, wiping out 
trillions in wealth.
 “Th e pandemic is over,” 
Biden told “60 Minutes” 
in September, a month 
when more than 400 
Americans were dying of 
COVID-19 every day, a 
death rate higher than 
World War II and equal 
to the bloodiest war in 
U.S. history, the Civil 
War of 1861-1865.
 Th e custodians of “our 
democracy” are failing in 
the most fundamental 
of duties of any political 
system -- to protect and 
defend the people. No 
failed regime can justify 
its permanence by claim-
ing some inherent supe-
riority.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and 
Divided America For-
ever.” To fi nd out more 
about Patrick Buchanan 
and read features by 
other Creators writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators website at www.
creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM
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COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 Cynthia Ann Hitt re-
ported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information in the 800 
block of County Road 
324.
 Offi  cer investigated pos-
session of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams in the 300 block of 
West California Street.
 Jackson Dossett Hadel 
reported criminal mis-
chief less than $750 in the 
800 block of West Kiowa 
Drive.
 Offi  cer investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance les 

than four grams in the 
1000 block of I-35.
 Offi  cer investigated an 
incident of driving while 
intoxicated at the 498 exit, 
northbound Interstate 35.
 Allison Jenny Tom-
linson reported theft of 
property less than $2,500 
in the 100 block of Dozier 
Street.
 Offi  cer investigated an 
incident of possession/de-
liver drug paraphernalia 
at Interstate 35 front road 
and FM 372.
 Offi  cer investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 400 grams at Buck 
Street and Lynch Avenue.
 Chad Nathan Brandon 
reported duty on striking 
unattended vehicle in the 

300 block of Dozier Street 
in Callisburg.
 
Arrest Log
 Hermino Israel Rodri-
guez Rodriguez, 23, pos-
session of marijuana less 
than 50 pounds, unlawful 
carrying weapon.
 Briana Del-Carmen 
Vallejo, 22, possession of 
marijuana less than 50 
pounds.
 Roseanne Catalina Sala-
zar, 32, assault causes bodi-
ly injury family violence, 
interfere with emergency 
request for assistance.
 Amber Nicole Alvarez, 
30, theft of property less 
than $750.
 Vanessa Alicia Herrera 
Graves, 37, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, failure 

to appear.
 Timothy Dale Mask, 58, 
motion to revoke - theft of 
material, motion to revoke 
- possession of controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 James Hennen, 55, fail-
ure to appear/possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Kahley Marie Hutchi-
son, 35, capias pro fi ne 
possession of a drug para-
phernalia, failure to appear.
 Melissa Ann Banks, 37, 
assault family violence 
with prior conviction.
 Indra Prasad Dhungana, 
30, driving while intoxi-
cated.
 Roy Lee Snider, 63, 
theft of property less than 
$2,500.

Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports

BOTOX
FILLER
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FACIAL RESURFACING

SKIN PEN 
HYDROFACIALS
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Amy Dangelmayr, FNP-C & Stephanie Rynor, FNP-BC 
Heather Casebolt, RN, Licensed Esthetician

940-759-2502

Muenster Family Medical Clinic

HOOKDENNY
for
COOKE COUNTY
JUDGE
VOTEOCT 24 - NOV 4

NOVEMBER 8

ElectHOOK4COOKE.COM
Pd. Pol. Adv. by Denny Hook Campaign, Mary Jo Dollar, Treasurer, Gainesville, TX  76240

E L E C T

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

(Continued from Page 1)

expenses compared to a 
budget of $839,000, so 
overall what came in for 
funds less fund out was 
$268,000 compared to a 
budget of $113,000.”
 Subtracting non-cash 
items -- depreciation and 
bond debt refi nancing 
costs, the district has a pos-
itive income of $105,000 
compared to a budget of a 
loss of $72,000, she said, 
adding year to date income 
is $54,000 compared to an 

anticipated budget of a loss 
of $559,000.
 Th e balance sheet in-
dicates an increase in re-
stricted cash to $219,000. 
Last year short term debt 
was $1,550,000 paid in 
August 2021. Th is year the 
short-term debt is expected 
to increase by $70,000 to 
$1,620,000, Diehm said.
 In the interest and sink-
ing account, the district 
is ending the year at $1.7 
million, she said. In the 
maintenance and op-
eration account, the dis-
trict started the year at 
$145,000 and is ending 
the year at $115,000.
 Board member Shane 
Lee noted the district has 
close to $11 million in its 
depository. 
 “We’ve sure come a long 
ways compared to where 
we were and that is a nice 
backstop we have for the 
hospital so I hope the pub-
lic sees and is aware of how 
that’s grown,” Lee said. 
“Kudos to [CEO] Tom 
[Sledge] and [Community 
Hospital Corporation].”
 Th e board also reviewed 
a hospital report presented 
by board member Kari 
Hutcherson. Th e board 
is focusing on employee 
retainment, Hutcherson 
said.
 “In 2021, 56 hospital 
CEOs retired,” she said. 

“In 2022, 52 had retired 
in the fi rst half of the year.” 
She added nearly one in 
fi ve health care workers 
have quit their jobs since 
the Covid pandemic be-
gan. She noted CHC is 
working to keep its skilled 
workers and is review-
ing current market data 
including salaries, work 
culture and other factors 
related to employee reten-
tion.
 She also said the hospital 
has had some of its highest 
admission, ER and image 
rates in the recent history.
 “Th ings are going re-
ally well,” she said, adding 
surveys have placed patient 
satisfaction ratings in the 
90th percentile.
 Th e board also approved 
the 2022-2023 insurance 
proposal. Th e cost refl ects 
an increase from $27,456 
in 2021-2022 to $29,159 
for 2022-2023 and is part 
of the district’s budget.
 Th e board also voted to 
approve the budget capi-
tal for 2022-2023 and ap-
proved a tax rate of .1087 
cents per $100 property 
value. Board member Ken 
Arterbury voted against the 
tax rate.
 Last year’s rate was 
.1297, Senior Adminis-
trative Assistant Christy 
Daughtry said.
 Th e board also voted to 

remove from inventory a 
coagulation analyzer, Res-
pironics ventilator and 
ICG monitor.
 Th e analyzer will be re-
tained as a backup, Daugh-
try said.
 Refrigerators associated 
to Omnicell system will be 
listed for bid.
 Th e next scheduled 
Gainesville Hospital Dis-
trict Board of Directors 
meeting is November 28.

Gainesville Hospital District Sets 

Minimum Bids on Properties

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

Monday, October 10 at 
11:00 am at the Stanford 
House.  Meal provided. 
Our speaker will be Bek-
ki Jones, the Executive 
director of VISTO.  We 
will have our “Trick or 
Treat’’ for VISTO. Mem-
bers are invited to bring a 
pantry item to donate to 
VISTO.

++++++++

 Walnut Bend PTC is 
having their Fall Festi-
val on Saturday, Octo-
ber 15! It will include 
games, silent auction and 
live auction. Items for 
the auctions are still be-
ing accepted. For more 
information about the 
Festival, please contact 
Walnut Bend School at 
940-665-5990.

++++++++

 Fall Festival of Flight 
is set for October 7 and 
8 at the Gainesville Mu-
nicipal Airport. Th ere 
will be a classic airplane 
fl y-in, fl y-mart, pancake 
breakfast, lunch, fuel 
certifi cate give away, air-
craft judging, door prizes 
and happy hour! Hosted 
by the Texas Chapter, 
Antique Airplane Asso-
ciation.  For updates and 
times go to www.txaa.
org. 
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GAINESVILLE – Th e 
annual Gainesville Area 
Visual Arts Fall Art Exhi-
bition 2022 attracted par-
ticipating artists and visi-
tors throughout the region 
to soak in a variety of art 
on display for one week at 
the historic Museum at the 
Sante Fe Depot. Th e com-
munity embraced the event 
with record attendance for 

the Opening Reception 
and proves once again how 
much Cooke County is 
truly behind the arts. 
 Local Business Winners 
included: Russell Family - 
Edward Jones Grand Prix 
Award – Jim Connell Au-
tumn on Dozier Creek; Jim 
Goldsworthy/State Farm 
Best of Show Award - Tina 
White Bull Pen; T-Mobile 
Th eme Award - Pam Wil-
son Keysha On the Train; 
Door to Wellness Chiro-
practic Pizzaz Award - Jack 
Milchanowski Cypress; 
Door to Wellness Second 
Fiddle Award – Ella Wolf 
Sweet Flight; Employees of 
Safran Seats USA La Su-
périorité Award - Joshua 
Bradley Desert Sunrise Vase; 
First State Bank Art Ap-
preciation Award - Kim 
Ward Rose Mallow; First 
United Artist of Distinc-

tion Award - Ron Iacobelli 
Indian; Glenn Polk Auto 
Plex Head Turner Award 
- Curtis Frederick Evening 
Stroll; Horizon Award 
for Technical Excellence 
- Katherine Lewis Prince 
Zuko; Horizon Award for 
Technical Excellence – Jas-
per Conner Everything; KD 
Interiors - Design starts 
with ART and Art is De-

sign Award – Joe Conner 
Just Breathe; Morgan Hen-
derson Slap your Momma 
Good Award - Valeria 
Gonzalez How Do I Look?; 
Muenster State Bank Ex-
cellence in 3-Dimensional 
Art - Justine Wollaston 
Paper Horse; Nortex Inno-
vative Award - Jay Garri-
son Scope the Road; Pentex 
Award for Artistic Excel-
lence - Cynthia Westbrook 
Bringin’ In the Strays on 
the Chisholm Trail; Pentex 
Award for Artistic Excel-
lence - Kim Ward Khia; 
Th e Weekly News Artistic 
Excellence Award - Jeff rey 
Rolinc Bluebird.
 Along with the business 
winners, GAVA gave out 
awards in contemporary, 
traditional, 3-D and pho-
tography/digital art. Th is 
year’s GAVA judge Bar-
bara Mason spent over 4 

hours selecting this year’s 
winners out of the 187 en-
tries. GAVA also gave the 
Breaking the Mold Deav-
er Art Award after fam-
ily members of Sylvia & 
Earl Deaver selected Paper 
Horse created by Justine 
Wollaston as the winner 
for 2022. For the full list 
of winners visit GAVA’s 
website gainesvilleareavi-

sualarts.org Th ere is now 
a slide show of all the art 
on the website in case you 
were not able to come see 
the show in person.
 Th e People’s Choice win-
ner for 2022 was Gaines-
ville High School student 
Ella Wolf for her entry 
Sweet Flight. President & 
Show Chair, Joe Conner, 
surprised Ella during her 
art class with Mrs. Perkins 
to present her award. 
 Congratulations to the 
four original art raffl  e win-
ners: Ray Fletcher - Blue 
Angels Knife Edge/James 
Johnson | Robin Rose - 
Martha’s Monarch/Jim 
Connell |Amy Schalk - Be 
Still And Listen/Cynthia 
Westbrook | Charlotte 
Matthews - Th e Color Pur-
ple/Bob Bowser
 GAVA would like to 
thank everyone who made 

the GAVA Fall Art Exhi-
bition Beautiful Th ings 
a success! Please like the 

Gainesville Area Visual 
Arts Facebook page for de-
tails on upcoming displays 

of art, the 2023 scholar-
ships and February’s For 
the Love of Art event.

GAVA Announces Winners, 
Awards from Fall Exhibition

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

Give us a call today for 
your FREE inspection!

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY- Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Raegan Petska vs. Jef-
frey Tanner Petska, di-
vorce.
 Julia Ellen Derrick vs. 
Lawrence Derrick, di-
vorce.
 Select Building Sys-
tems, Inc. vs. William M. 

Ryan, all other civil cases.
 Selene Zendejas vs. 
Marco Longoria, divorce.
 Dylan Schaaf vs. Mela-
na Schaaf, divorce.
 Jeff rey Th omas Myrick 
vs.  Amanda Renee 
Myrick, divorce.
 Shelia Ann Aguirre vs. 
Rene Aguirre, divorce.
 John Th omas Chism vs. 
Rachel Ann Chism, di-
vorce.
 Gary Keith Tidwell vs. 

Th ien Trang Th ien Tran, 
divorce.

Cases Decided
 Danielle Paige Rich-
ardson vs. Jason Zachary 
Richardson, agreed judg-
ments, divorce.
 Kevin Aitken vs. Debbie 
Jo Aitken, fi nal judgment/
non-jury, divorce.
 Saundra Walls vs. Ken-
nith Walls, default judg-
ments, divorce.

1900 E California St.  |  Gainesville
469-240-1065

NOW HIRING
LVN/RN 2-10PM

 $5,000 SIGN ON BONUS
ADON

$5,000 SIGN ON BONUS
STUDENT CNAS 

(CLASS BEGINS NOV 1ST)

HOUSEKEEPING/LAUNDRY
Visit swltc.com/careers to  ll out

an application today!
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COOKE COUNTY-Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Christopher Allen 
Yeazell, 64, Ardmore, 
Oklahoma and Cheryl 
Lynne Brown, 55, Ard-

more.
 Ricky Lee Elzy, 40, Bur-
neyville, Oklahoma and 
Alicia Kathleen Alexander, 
35, Burneyville.
 Edward Elmer 
O’Connor, 29, Denver, 
Colorado and Shelby 
Catherine Schmitz, 30, 

Denver.
 Robert Drake Williams, 
27, Valley View and Tristan 
Paris Partridge, 26, Valley 
View.
 Caleb Daniel Dean, 39, 
Norman, Oklahoma and 
Krystal Lynn Kieninger, 
32, Norman.

Marriage License
Requests Received

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Meals on Wheels and 
U-Haul reported criminal 
mischief incidents in the 
400 block of South Weaver 
Street and the 700 block 
of South Denton Street re-
spectively.
 Offi  cer issued a cita-
tion for possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 2600 
block of East Highway 82.
 Nelda Zarate reported 
burglary of a motor vehicle 
in the 1400 block of Old 
Sivells Bend Road.
 Shatavia Lasharie Her-
nandez reported burglary 
of a vehicle in the 1400 
block of Old Sivells Bend 
Road.
 Brittney Nicole Eddowes 
reported burglary of a ve-
hicle in the 1400 block of 
Old Sivells Bend Road.
 A citation for possession 
of drug paraphernalia was 
issued in the 4200 block of 
North I-35.
 Gerald Wayne Lawson 
reported theft of property 
less than $30,000 in 700 
block of Barbara Jordan 
Avenue.
 Amanda Leigh Robinson 
reported theft of property 
less than $750 in the 900 
block of Highway 82.
 Gary Ray Brown report-
ed credit card or debit card 
abuse in the 1000 block of 
Grand Avenue.
 A runaway was reported 
in the 200 block of Can-
dlewood Circle.
 Karrie Elizabeth Carver 
reported a hit and run ac-
cident in the 1500 block of 
Newland Drive.

Arrest Log
 Charles A. Franks, 30, 
prohibited camping, dog 
with no vaccine tag.
 Luis D. Sanchez-Guti-
errez, 33, public intoxica-
tion.
 Jesus A. Castillo, 37, 
public intoxication.
 Sean N. Torres, 37, pub-
lic intoxication.
 Austin L. Brown, 19, 
resisting arrest, search or 
transport, evading arrest or 
detention, unlawful carry-
ing weapon.
 Micocha J. Pogue, 19, 
arrested on two misde-
meanor warrants.
 Gary S. Owens, 48, felo-
ny warrant arrest.

 Lucus M. Jackson, 17, 
two misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Antonia D. Garcia, 47, 
two misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Mayra C. Garcia, 24, four 
misdemeanor warrants.
 Keith E. Glover, 47, fi ve 
misdemeanor warrants.
 Skylar E. Jamison, 17, 

two misdemeanor war-
rants, possession of drug 
paraphernalia.
 Kelvin J. Hawthorne, 
45, rooster in city limits, 
vehicle on unimproved 
surface.
 Gage T. Rios, 18, contact 
with subject led to arrest in 
connection with possession 
of marijuana less than two 

ounces.
 Dustin C. Mozingo, 34, 
public intoxication.
 August R. Burchett, 35, 
theft of property. Accord-
ing to a GPD incident 
report police recovered a 
stolen vehicle. One subject 
was taken into custody, an 
at large charge was fi led on 
a second suspect.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following sentences were 
issued for felony indict-
ments and fi led in 235th 
District Court.
 Kevin Dwayne Ing, 46, 
was convicted of the Nov. 
21, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of unlawful 
possession of a fi rearm by 
a felon and was sentenced 
to fi ve years suspended 
time, fi ve year confi ne-
ment in a state jail facil-
ity, two years’ probation 
and court costs.
 Jeff  Allan Johnson, 48, 
was convicted of the Oct. 
5, 2017 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of aggravated rob-
bery and was sentenced to 
ten years confi nement in a 
state jail facility.
 Timothy Don Manuel, 
47, was convicted of the 
June 5, 2020 habitual of-
fense of assault family 
violence impede breath-
ing/circulation and was 
sentenced to four years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Sheryl Renee Holley, 64, 

pleaded guilty to the April 
21, 2020 third degree fel-
ony off ense of criminally 
negligent homicide with 
a deadly weapon and was 
sentenced to fi ve years’ 
probation, a $5,000 fi ne 
and court costs. Holley was 
originally indicted on the 
fi rst degree felony off ense 
of murder.
 Robert Lee Wigginton, 
45, was convicted of the 
Dec. 28, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of continu-
ous violence against the 
family and was sentenced 
to two years confi nement 
in a state jail facility and 
court costs.
 Billie Jean Davis, 34, 
was sentenced to four years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion plus restitution and 
court costs in connection 
with the Aug. 20, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams.
 William Lee Rowland, 

37, was convicted of the 
Sept. 18, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of assault 
family/household member 
impede breathing/circula-
tion and was sentenced to 
ten years suspended time, 
ten years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, ten years’ 
probation, a $5,000 fi ne 
and court costs.
 Daniel Landeros, 43, 
was convicted of the Aug. 
2, 2022 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance with 
intent to deliver less than 
200 grams and was sen-
tenced to six years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Chuck Austin Battiest, 
28, was convicted of the 
July 23, 2022 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of manu-
facture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
200 grams and was sen-
tenced to ten years con-
fi nement in a state jail fa-
cility plus restitution and 
court costs.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

With the perfect blend of past and present
celebrate your love in an unforgettable setting

 
Schedule a tour today & 
see why so many couples say
" We Do" to our venues!

Eliminate going to several doctors!
Complete Healthcare for Adults

in Cooke County

V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

AKA Dr. Victor

• Arthritis  • Joint Pain  • Anxiety
• Depression  • Skin Disorders  • Asthma  • COPD 

And Much More
Contact our Of  ce for Questions or More Information

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Medicare, Medicaid and all Insurances Accepted

• Heart Disorder
• Diabetes

• High Blood Pressure
• High Cholesterol

• Thyroid
• Seizures

• Weight Control

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

License # TACLA 26542C

Residential, Commercial • New Construction
Single and Multi-Family • Discounts for 

 Maintenance Agreements • 24 Hr Emergency 
Services 

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2017 Dodge Durango

2017 Chevrolet
Silverado Z-71

2018 Chevrolet
Equinox

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!

GAINESVILLE - At 1:03 
p.m. today, the Gainesville 
Police Department received 
a phone call from a male 
caller indicating there was 
an active shooter at the high 
school with injuries.
 First responders arrived 
on scene within three min-
utes of the call and began 
checking the school.  It was 
determined there was no ac-

tive shooter and no students 
were injured.  Th e school 
was placed on lock down 
during this incident.  All 
other campuses were also 
checked to ensure the safety 
of all students.
 Th is call will be investi-
gated as a False Alarm or Re-
port which is a State Jail Fel-
ony since the call involved a 
public or private institution 

of higher education.
 Th e investigation into this 
case is ongoing and anyone 
with information is asked to 
contact the Gainesville Po-
lice Department by calling 
(940) 668-7777, or through 
Facebook at Facebook.com/
GTPolice.  Th ose wishing to 
remain anonymous can con-
tact the Crimes Tip Hotline 
at (940) 612-0000.

GHS Locked Down from 

False Active Shooter Report
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COOKE COUNTY - Th is 
Saturday, October 1st, is the 
75th anniversary of KGAF 
Radio.
 KGAF Radio signed on 
for the fi rst time on October 
1, 1947, according to Joe 
Leonard Jr., one of the origi-
nal owners of KGAF.
An AM only broadcasting 
station at the time, KGAF’s 
call letters were assigned 
by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission after 
Leonard requested KZIP.  
Th at call letter was already 
in use elsewhere, so the FCC 
issued KGAF.  
 “We’ve often wondered 
why ‘KGAF’ and if it had 
any special meaning or 
designation, but according 
to Joe Leonard, it was sim-
ply issued randomly by the 
FCC”, said Steve Eberhart, 
current owner/operator of 
KGAF.
 Th e radio station had 
business offi  ces at various 
locations around the down-
town Gainesville area in the 
early days, with studios and 
transmitter site on its cur-
rent location on a hill on 
FM 1199 on the east side 
of Gainesville.  Th e area was 
always referred to as “Radio 
Hill”, and several years ago 
the station requested the 
city designate the roadway 
in front of the radio station 
“Radio Hill Road”, which it 
now is offi  cially.
 At one point the FCC 
considered giving the Leon-
ard family a television sta-
tion to operate alongside 
KGAF radio, but the plan 
never came to fruition 
and the authorization was 
dropped.
 Th e 1580 AM license pro-
vided for only daytime oper-
ation from its start in 1947 
until the mid 1980’s.
 An FM station was added 
to the operation in 1958, 
giving KGAF the authority 
to operate day and night on 
94.5 FM.
 Th e early years of KGAF 
included a variety of pro-
gramming targeted to the 
rural community in Cooke 
County.  News was a prima-
ry part of the broadcast day 
along with sports, farm and 
ranch reports and entertain-
ment shows.  
 At one point, live local 
bands would perform on the 
station from a performance 
studio in the original build-
ing.
 Comedy was keen in the 
day and one of the most be-
loved characters in KGAF’s 
history performed daily each 
afternoon.  Staff  announcer 
Jerry Talley played a char-
acter named, “Odell” with 
daily musings of life in rural 
America live on the air.
 “Odell” was somewhat of 
a male version of Minnie 
Pearl, very “country” and 
simple.  He was KGAF’s 
biggest star, perhaps to this 
date. 
 In 1956, KGAF had one 
of its biggest celebrity guest 
visitors when the one and 

only Elvis Presley stopped 
by for an interview.  Elvis 
played the old Owl Park 
baseball fi eld that night and 
despite much publicity for 

the show, only attracted less 
than 200 people.  KGAF 
owner Joe Leonard Jr. had 
booked Elvis for the show 
and lost money on the ap-
pearance.  Gainesville must 
not have been ready for the 
rock and rolling Elvis Pres-
ley in 1956. It is said to be 
one of the only Elvis shows 
to have lost money for its 
promoter.
 Th rough the years, KGAF 
ownership changed.  Th e 
Leonard family sold the sta-
tion to the White Fuel Cor-
poration in the 1960’s.  Th e 
current ownership, First IV 
Media, purchased the sta-
tion in the mid 1970’s.  In 
2008, Eberhart Broadcast-
ing began operating KGAF.
 First IV sold off  the FM 
94.5 portion of the radio 
station in the mid 1980’s 
and that station moved op-
erations to Dallas. At that 
time, the FCC gave author-
ity to KGAF to operate 24 
hours a day on the AM sig-
nal.
 In 2016, the FCC gave 
permission for the previous-
ly low power 250 watt radio 
station to upgrade to 1200 
watts of daytime operation 
with increased coverage at 
nighttime as well.  Now 
KGAF’s AM signal is heard 
throughout North Texas.
 In 2018, a new FM sig-
nal was paired with KGAF 
on 92.3.  Limited by sig-
nal strength to essentially 
Cooke County, the FM has 
brought a much improved 
quality sound to KGAF lis-
teners.
 Nowadays, KGAF broad-
casts an Adult Contempo-
rary format of music, plus 
news and sports coverage.
 “It is our focus to bring a 
professional, quality sound 
and locally produced on air 
product to our listeners so 
they can listen and get ev-
erything they can’t get from 
out-of-town stations”, says 
Eberhart.
 To celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of KGAF, a 
contest was held awarding 

cash to those whose names 
were randomly drawn from 
Birthday cards they sent in.
Eberhart continued, “As 
we move forward from 

our 75th year of service to 
Cooke County, we look for-
ward to our biggest event of 
the year, the annual “Secret 
Santa” cash giveaway.”
 For the last several years, 
local anonymous people 
have donated tens of thou-
sands of dollars in cash to 
KGAF to give away to those 
in need at Christmas time.  
Last year’s giveaway totaled 
$40,000 in cash!
 Eberhart remarked, “It’s 
the single largest cash give-
away in America every year, 
and it happens right here at 
KGAF. No other radio sta-
tion in America does this.  
It’s amazing the generos-
ity of the people of Cooke 
County and we’re hopeful 
our Secret Santas will again 
bless us with this incredible 
act of kindness”.
 One of KGAF’s longest 
running radio shows is the 
current morning program 
featuring Dee Blanton.  Dee 
started at KGAF in 1974 
and has been a fi xture on lo-
cal radio for almost 50 years!
 In an era where many 
small-town radio stations 
are drying up and going 
away, or being moved to 
larger markets, KGAF has 
found a way to maintain its 
existence and continue to 
be a part of the community 
providing a much needed 
local media presence. 
 KGAF can be heard on 
FM 92.3, AM 1580, online 
worldwide at kgaf.net and 
on their smartphone app.

Local KGAF Radio is

Celebrating 75 Year

Public Notice of Sealed Property Bid Sale  

Specifications  

Lot #1  Location/ Description  801 N Grand Ave, Gainesville, Texas. 0.466 acre, 6,311 sq 
ft building    

Legal Description  In the W. Gallagher Survey, Abstract 418 
Lot 1,4 & 5, Block 7, Woodsmith Addition 
Cooke County, Texas  

Lot #2  Location/ Description  817 N Grand Ave, Gainesville, Texas. 0.465 acre, 4,387 sq 
ft building     

Legal Description  In the W. Gallagher Survey, Abstract 418  
Lot 8, 9 & 12, Block 7, Woodsmith Addition  
Cooke, County, Texas  

Lot #3 Location/ Description 1) 818 N Morris, Gainesville, Texas. 0.310 acre, vacant  
2) 822 N Morris, Gainesville, Texas. 0.156 acre, vacant   

Legal Description  In the W. Gallagher Survey, Abstract 418  
Cooke, County, Texas 

1) Lot 7 & 10, Block 7, Woodsmith Addition  
2) Lot 11, Block 7, Woodsmith Addition  

 

Download Bid Packet 
https://sites.google.com/ghdtx.com/home  

-OR-  
Bid packets may be obtained at Tierra Real Estate. Please ask for Misty Schmitz, 211 W. 

California St, Gainesville, TX 76240 (940) 736-0548 

Schedule Viewing of Properties  Contact Misty Schmitz (940) 736-0548 

Deadline  Sealed Bids MUST be received prior to 3:00 p.m. November 
10, 2022 to be considered 

Submit signed sealed proposals to:  
Gainesville Hospital District  

Sealed Bid: (Lot ) / Christy Daughtry  
1900 Hospital Blvd 

Gainesville, TX 76240 

719 Smith Street, Gainesville, TX 76240
940.668.4393

Hours: 10am-2pm | Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday
www.faithgainesville.net

All Pro  ts Go Back To Area Agencies!

For all your HVAC Needs!
940-368-4337

Maintenance Plans • Commercial \ Residential
Single & Multi Family • Discounts for Veterans and Seniors!

30 + years experience • License and Bonded

LIC#TACLB26082E

(Continued from Page 2)

sitting here in this room 
but I’m telling you, it could 
mean whether they get to 
keep their house or not.”
 Other residents disagree 
with one audience member 
saying he cannot imagine 
how $29 per year in addi-
tional taxes would lead to 
bankruptcy.
 Rod Tyler also added his 
insight to the discussion.
 “I just want to say that I 
have researched and talked 
to a lot of towns that have a 
quiet zone and they would 
never go back to having a 
horn blown,” he said. “I 
had some loft apartments 
just down the street [near 
the railway track] and one 
of my tenants said he kept 
waking up at night after 
he moved in and he fi nally 

fi gured out why. I know it’s 
a cost factor. I don’t think 
anyone would hesitate to 
vote for it if it wasn’t for 
the money.”
 Tyler said other com-
munities have established 
quiet zones at a lower cost 
and said he’s willing to do 
more research.
 Moore said the city is 
taking the lead on the 
project “but if this [bond] 
fails we can have that dis-
cussion,” he said. “But we 
need to follow through 
with what we’ve laid out 
for the voters… We just 
need to continue on the 
path we’re on.”
 Two other informational 
meetings are set for 6 p.m. 
October 11 and 6 p.m. Oc-
tober 25 at the Gainesville 
Civic Center at 311 South 
Weaver Street.

Mayor Holds First 

of Th ree Quiet Zone 

Information Meetings
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

If you’ve lost
your cat or dog,

be sure
to check

Noah’s Ark
Animal
Shelter

940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

The Weekly News of 
Cooke County Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs all 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help the owner in locating their lost family pet. 
Just give us a call, 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classifi ed ads 
as low as $7.50 per week! Just give us a call for more 
information at 940.665.2320 or visit our website www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Large Estate Sale
891 CR 223

Collinsville TX 76233
Thurs., October 6 & 

Friday, October 7
9am-5pm

Sat.,  October 8
 9am-4pm

See durhamestatesales.net
for pictures and info.

Sootie has just reached 
105 days here at the shel-
ter! From coming in as 
such a tiny kitten, he has 
now almost grown up 
here at the shelter. He is 
such a sweet and loving 
boy. He loves to meow at 
you to get your attention 
and gives head bumps to 
show you he wants the 
pets. He is very social 
with all the other cats and 
would great in a home 
that may already have a cat. As long as you give him 
scratches on the cheeks and pet his soft and silky fur, 
he is a happy camper. Sootie has already been neutered, 
microchipped, and is up to date on all his age appropri-
ate vaccinations, meaning he is go home ready today! 
If you are interested in adopting Sootie please give us 
a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set you up an ap-
pointment to come in and meet him!

Animal Adoption

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   07/27

For Sale - Split Oak Wood 
for Sale. 940-668-8840.
                                                                   09/14

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-med-
ical home care business 
servicing Cooke, Gray-
son, Denton and Mon-
tague Counties. They 
provide assistance with 
transportation, medica-
tion reminders, groom-
ing, housekeeping and 
pre/post-op care.  Must 
be 18 or older, have some 
experience with helping 
seniors and providing 
non-medical home care.  
Shifts may vary depend-
ing on patients needs. Call 
940-736-0496 or email 
localhearts2019@gmail.
com.
                                                                09/28

Help Wanted
Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                   10/05

The Weekly News is hir-
ing seasonal sales consul-
tant. Fill out app at 216 W. 
Pecan in Gainesville. 
                                                                   09/21

Garage Sales

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call at 
940.665.2320.

LEAD MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
The Gainesville Housing Authority is currently accept-
ing applications for a Lead Maintenance Supervisor to 
supervise and perform maintenance for 196 rental units. 
Applicants should have above average skills in commu-
nication, organization, computer, and supervision as well 
as experience maintaining rental properties including the 
make ready process and solving minor electrical issues. 
Salary will be based on knowledge and experience and 
include an excellent benefi t package. Qualifi ed applicants 
should possess a valid drivers license and pass a back-
ground screening.  For more information please call (940) 
665-1747 or pick up an application at our offi ce located at 
715 E. California St., Suite A.  You may also email your 
resume to employment@gainesvilletxhousingauthority.
com.  The Gainesville Housing Authority is an equal op-
portunity employer.

Legal Notices

Our Old Denton Road Big Sale will be at 
2916 E Hwy 82 This Time.  Rain or Shine 
8am-?  Both Friday, Oct 7 & Saturday, Oct 8. 
Thrift Shop Quality. 1950s -1970s Furniture, Household, 
Lights, Ash Tray Stand with Ash Tray, Singer Sewing Ma-
chine, Full Set of 1963 World Encyclopedias, Collector 
Set of Mad Magazines, Novels by Danielle Steele and 
others, Nice Kids and Baby Clothes, Men’s and Women’s 
Clothes, Toys, Old Vintage Tricycles, 3 Plu Tool Boxes, 
Lots of Hand Tool Boxes, Lots of Tools, Jacks, Jack 
Stands, Coleman, Stoves, Lanterns, Ice Chest, Boy Scout 
Collectibles, WWI & WWII Mess Kits, Canters, Knives, 
Bow, Crossbow, with Scope, Other Hunting Stuff, Fish 
Fryers, Fishing Rods & Reels, Lures, Tackle Boxes, Pond 
King Turtle Trap, Live Traps, Chicken Feeders and Water-
ers, Like New Portable Massage Table, 2002 Yamaha Big 
Bear 400(4WD, Electric Start and Pull Start. Front & Rear 
Baskets, in Like New Condition) AND LOTS MORE. 

We Honor
Most Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

STATE OF TEXAS
235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF COOKE 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CV22-00311 

TO: LISHA ANN MAHONEY 

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “YOU HAVE BEEN 
SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A 
WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE 
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION OF 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED 
THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN AN-
SWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY BE RE-
QUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE 
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE 
NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE 
YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TEXASLAWHELP.ORG.” 

 The ORIGINAL PETITION OF DIVORCE of 
JAMES DEAN RECKLEY, Petitioner, was fi led in 
the 235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT of Cooke County, 
Texas on August 30th, 2022 against LISHA ANN MA-
HONEY, Respondent, in cause numbered CV22-00311 
and entitled: “IN THE MATTER OF THE MARRIAGE 
OF JAMES DEAN RECKLEY & LISHA ANN MA-
HONEY”. 

Said suit requests: Petitioner prays for general relief. 

 “THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
SUIT TO ENTER ANY JUDGMENT OR DECREE 
DISSOLVING THE MARRIAGE & PROVIDING 
FOR THE PROPERTY WHICH WILL BE BIND-
ING ON YOU.” 

 ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of 
said Court in GAINESVILLE, Texas, the September 
26, 2022. 

   MARCI A. GILBERT,
   DISTRICT CLERK
   COOKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
   101 S DIXON, ROOM 207
   GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240 
                                                                                                                                                        10/05

STATE OF TEXAS
235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF COOKE 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CV21-00386 

TO:  MELISSA DAWN DAUGHTRY
  1004 MORRIS ST
  GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240 

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “YOU HAVE BEEN 
SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A 
WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE 
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION OF 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED 
THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN AN-
SWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY BE RE-
QUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE 
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE 
NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE 
YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TEXASLAWHELP.ORG.” 

 The Petition of MARY MARGARET SMILEY and 
SCOTT SMILEY, Petitioners, was fi led in the 235th 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT of Cooke County, Texas on 
October 21, 2021 against MELISSA DAWN DAUGH-
TRY, Respondent, in cause numbered CV21-00386 and 
entitled: “ ORIGINAL PETITION IN SUIT AFFECT-
ING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP”. 

Said suit requests: PETITIONER PRAYS FOR GEN-
ERAL RELIEF 

 “THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
SUIT TO ENTER ANY JUDGMENT OR DE-
CREE IN THE CHILD’S INTEREST WHICH 
WILL BE BINDING UPON YOU, INCLUDING 
THE TERMINATION OF THE PARENT-CHILD 
RELATIONSHIP, THE DETERMINDATION OF 
PATERNITY AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A 
CONSERVATOR WITH AUTHORITY TO CON-
SENT TO THE CHILD’S ADOPTION” 

 ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of 
said Court in GAINESVILLE, Texas, the September 
26, 2022. 

   MARCI A. GILBERT,
   DISTRICT CLERK
   COOKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
   101 S DIXON, ROOM 207
   GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240 
                                                                                                                                                        10/05

Used Whirlpool 25 cu ft 
Refrigerator/Freezer $300 
940-580-3156.
                                                                   10/05

HUGE yard sale Fri, Sat, 
Sun 8-12. Furniture, tack, 
motorcycles, antiques, 
holiday, tools, garden, 
housewares, etc! 1332 CR 
423 in Muenster.
                                                                   10/05

Garage Sale
1219 Nortman Drive, Lindsay, TX

October 7 @12p,
October 8 @8a. 

Furniture, Art Work, Electronics, Large Outdoor Speakers, 
Baby Items, Bath Tile Still in Box, Linens, Suitcases, Name 
Brand Clothes, Purses, Turquoise Jewelry, Toro and Homel-

ite Weed Eaters-Just Like New, Much Much More

K-9 Klips and Koun-
try Klub is seeking 
Part-Time(Can be After 
School) and Full-Time 
Help including Weekends 
and Holidays.  Apply In 
Person, 7450 E US High-
way 82, Gainesville(Oak 
Ridge).
                                                                   10/05 Norman’s Well Service 

- Looking for Oil Field 
Mechanic. Apply @3726 
E Hwy 82, Gainesville. 
940-668-8201.
                                                                   10/05

The
Weekly
News

Covering
the

Entire
County



The Weekly News
October 5, 2022

216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.232010

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Legal Notices Continued...

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

is the LARGEST &
MOST READ Newspaper

in Cooke County!

Services

STATE OF TEXAS
235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF COOKE 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CV22-00265 

To: KATHY MICHELLE KISER 

 NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “YOU HAVE BEEN 
SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A 
WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE 
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION FO 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED 
THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN AN-
SWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY BE RE-
QUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE 
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE 
NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE 
YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TEXASLAWHELP.ORG.” 
 You are hereby commanded to appear by fi ling a 
written answer to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PE-
TITION TO REMOVE CLOUD AND QUIET TITLE 
of plaintiff at or before 10 o’clock a.m. of the Monday 
next after the expiration of forty-two days after the date 
of service of this citation before the Honorable 235TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT, Cooke County, Texas, at the 
courthouse in the city of Gainesville, Texas. 
 Said PETITION was fi led in said court, on the 2nd 
day of August, 2022 in cause number CV22-00265 on 
the docket of said court and styled: 

ESTATE OF ROBERT STARNES ANDERSON
AND OLIVIA DE ANDERSON

VS.
ROBERT ANDREW ANDERSON
AND KATHY MICHELLE KISER 

 The nature of this cause is REAL PROPERTY — 
OTHER REAL PROPERTY. 
 The offi cer executing this citation shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law di-
rects. 
 ISSUED and GIVEN under my hand and seal of said 
court at Gainesville, Cooke County, Texas this the 8th 
day of September, 2022. 

   MARCI A. GILBERT,
   DISTRICT CLERK
   COOKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
   101 S DIXON, ROOM 207
   GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240
                                                                                                                                                        09/14

STATE OF TEXAS
235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF COOKE 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CV22-00265 

To: ROBERT ANDREW ANDERSON 

 NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “YOU HAVE BEEN 
SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A 
WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE 
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION FO 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED 
THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN AN-
SWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY BE RE-
QUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE 
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE 
NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE 
YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TEXASLAWHELP.ORG.” 
 You are hereby commanded to appear by fi ling a 
written answer to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PE-
TITION TO REMOVE CLOUD AND QUIET TITLE 
of plaintiff at or before 10 o’clock a.m. of the Monday 
next after the expiration of forty-two days after the date 
of service of this citation before the Honorable 235TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT, Cooke County, Texas, at the 
courthouse in the city of Gainesville, Texas. 
 Said PETITION was fi led in said court, on the 2nd 
day of August, 2022 in cause number CV22-00265 on 
the docket of said court and styled: 

ESTATE OF ROBERT STARNES ANDERSON
AND OLIVIA DE ANDERSON

VS.
ROBERT ANDREW ANDERSON
AND KATHY MICHELLE KISER 

 The nature of this cause is REAL PROPERTY — 
OTHER REAL PROPERTY. 
 The offi cer executing this citation shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law di-
rects. 
 ISSUED and GIVEN under my hand and seal of said 
court at Gainesville, Cooke County, Texas this the 8th 
day of September, 2022. 

   MARCI A. GILBERT,
   DISTRICT CLERK
   COOKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
   101 S DIXON, ROOM 207
   GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240
                                                                                                                                                        09/14

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Ronald John Schumacher, aka 
Ronnie Schumacher, Deceased, were issued on Sep-
tember 13, 2022, in Docket No. PR18161, pending in 
Cooke County Court of Law of Cooke County, Texas, 
to: Patricia V. Schumacher. 
 All persons having claims against this estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

 Patricia V. Schumacher
 5972 FM 2071
 Gainesville Tx. 76240 

DATED this 13th day of September, 2022. 

   Stephen M. “Steve” Gaylord
   gaylordlg@ntin.net 
   TX State Bar No. 24120845
   Attorney for the Independent
   Administrator of the Estate of Ronald  
   John Schumacher
                                                                                                                                                   10/05

No.  PR18124
ESTATE OF MARGARET LOUISE WILLIAMS, 

DECEASED
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

OF COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is given that original Letters of Independent 
Administration for the Estate of Margaret Louise Wil-
liams were issued on September 22, 2022, in docket 
number PR18124, pending in the Probate Court of 
Cooke County, Texas, to Janet Freire. All persons hav-
ing claims against the estate, which is presently being 
administered, are required to submit them, within the 
time and manner prescribed by law, and before the es-
tate is closed, addressed as follows:

 Representative
 Estate of Margaret Louise Williams
 c/o  J. Scott Reib, Jr.
 REIBLAW
 1801 Hinkle Dr., Ste. 150
 Denton, Texas 76201
 Tel: 940-591-0600
 Fax: 866-543-0053
 Service email: service@reiblaw.com

Dated: 09/22/2022

    J. Scott Reib, Jr.
    Attorney for Administrator
    of the Estate of
    Margaret Louise Williams
                                                                                                                                                   10/05

Notice of Public Sale 4 Units,
of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at 
Big Tree Self Storage at 8051 FM 902 Collinsville TX 
76233 (one mile east of Lake Kiowa main entrance) on 
Saturday, October 15, 2022 at 9:00am. Clean up de-
posit is required. Seller reserves the right to withdraw 
the property at any time before the sale. Unit items sold 
as-is to highest bidder. Property includes the contents 
of spaces of the following Tenants: 

Patrick Brown, 3 units, tools and household items
Mark Guerro, 1 unit, household items 

J.B. Cole/Property Manager
Big Tree Self Storage, LLC
PO Box 630
Gainesville, TX 76241
940-727-2371 
                                                                                                                                                   10/05

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us 
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.



The Weekly News
October 5, 2022

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com
Fax: 940.665.2162 11

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

Real Estate

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued...

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Licensed & Insured

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® 
Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

ESCOBEDO’S
TREE SERVICE

Family Owned, Family Operated

All Your Tree
Service Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

940-727-9883

214.546.0140

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Custom Beef Processing
Immediate Openings Available
Call for details and scheduling

Also selling our own Feed Lot Beef!
- Whole or Halves - 

Come check out our full service retail counter!

1610 West Pine St.  |  Nocona, TX
940-825-1036

Open Mon-Sat 9-6
Follow us on Facebook

Rocking D 
Trucking

Backhoe/Skid Steer Service
Driveways

Rock/Dirt Hauling
Pads Built

Land Clearing and
Gradework

Over 25 Years Experience
940-736-6111
940-736-3843

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
1516 E Garnett 

Shady Glen Apts 
Shadowood
Townhomes
Lynnwood

Apartments
Aspen Apts – 

Sanger 

“UPSCALE”
Professional Offi ce 
Suite For Lease at 

Lake Kiowa:
6360 FM 902

Common Waiting 
and Reception
Waiting Areas.
$600/Month.

Includes All Utilities 
and Internet.  Call 
940-736-1966 For 
Complete Details.

New Construction
Quadraplexes

ONLY 6 LEFT!!!
Looking for a rental with country views, com-
fort and a touch of luxury? These Quadraplexes 
will be perfect for you!

Inside you’ll  nd plenty of luxurious touches 
like solid oak cabinets, granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances and much more! 
These are 2 bed and 2 bath quadraplexes in 
Callisburg school district.

Other details about the Quadraplexes:
      - Refrigerator
      - Dishwasher
      - Microwave
      - Garbage disposal
      - Washer and dryer 
      - Fees for water and trash included
      - Rental fee is $1,350.00 a month
You may apply for these homes and be  rst 
in line to lease them. Contact 940-580-3501. 

Serious inquiries only.

Call Texoma Agent Julie Mendoza Today!
940-300-3827

Se habla espanol

3 bedroom / 2 bath • 1,912 sqft  
Muenster, Texas 76252 •  MLS #20171853

Remax First Realty

Thinking of Buying
or Selling?

Texas or Oklahoma
Call today, Own Tomorrow

Texoma Agent
Julie Mendoza®
940-300-3827

Se habla espanol 

Home
Inspections
THE HOME 
INSPECTOR
License #21310

940-440-3137
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Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Long Term Care

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS

(Continued from Page 1)

series of audits including 
an intruder detection au-
dit in October. 
 “What [the auditors] 
do is they give you an 
advanced warning…but 
they do not announce the 
date,” Stewart said. “And 
when they come, basi-
cally they are searching for 
open doors.”
 Auditors will arrive on 
campuses and walk the 
properties looking for pos-
sible entry points from the 
outside, Stewart said.
 “Once they’ve com-
pleted that search, they’ll 
go inside the building and 
then pull on doors to see 
if any doors are unlocked,” 
he said. 
 Locked doors cause oth-
er issues, Stewart added. 
Teachers, he noted, have 
keys to their classrooms. 
Substitute teachers do not 
have keys.
 “So, it’s made the job 
of the building adminis-
tration, campus leads, it’s 
made it just that much 
more diffi  cult because 
that’s one of the things 
that we are requiring,” 
Stewart said. “Th at they 
keep their doors locked 
whether they’re in the 
classroom with kids or 
without kids,” he said. 
“And that’s part of Senate 
Bill 11 that’s been passed 
down to our districts.”
 Th e district is also look-
ing to hire additional po-
lice offi  cers but does have 
police coverage on all of its 
campuses, he said.
 Stewart also again ex-
pressed appreciation to 
Gainesville Police Depart-
ment for making visits to 
GISD campuses.
 “I’ve met with Chief 
[Kevin Phillips] over the 
summer months [about] 
what we do to get more 
of a Gainesville Police 
presence on our campus,” 
Stewart said. “And as I’ve 
said I didn’t plan and hope 
for them to be there an 
entire day or even half a 
day if they would drive 
through the campuses…”
 He said GPD presence 
is a “win-win.”
 “Our kids see GPD 
present on their campuses, 
and they feel a heightened 

level of security by hav-
ing those individuals there 
but it also helps those of-
fi cers build those quality 
relationships with those 
kids,” he said. “I told 
Chief I don’t want to see 
those offi  cers on campus 
[just] when something 
bad has happened, when 
they’re coming to arrest 
somebody or something 
bad has happened. I want 
them to be able to build 
quality relationships with 
our kids outside of those 
two items.”
 He said having offi  cers 
visit GISD campuses is 
working well. 
 “Th e kids are enjoying 
getting to meet the offi  cers 
and whatnot,” he said. 
“I wanted to make sure I 
gave GPD major kudos 
for their eff orts thus far.”
 Stewart also discussed 
district enrollment num-
bers and attendance.
 “[Enrollment] is some-
thing that we continue 
to monitor,” Stewart said. 
“If you recall back when 
we fi rst started school, we 
were down as far as overall 
enrollment compared to 
where we were last year.”
 He said another wave of 
students “enrolled up to 
the Labor Day holiday,” 
and students continue to 
enroll more often in sin-
gles or sets of two.
 “Right now, in com-
parison to where we were 
last year, we’re about eight 
students short of where 
we were last year,” he said. 
“So, for the most part, 
we’re back on par as far as 
where we were last year.”
 Th e biggest change is 
on the Chalmers campus, 
Stewart said.
  “Th ere were 45 more 
kids than they had last 
year,” he said.
 “Th ese [enrollment] 
numbers are things we 
continue to monitor when 
we think about things such 
as staffi  ng but also again 
from my seat, talk about 
the long range planning, 
those are key numbers that 
we look at because we def-
initely want to make sure 
that we’re able to keep 100 
percent of our kids within 
the envelope of our build-
ings,” he said.
 Attendance is up over 

the previous year, Stewart 
said.
 “In my utopian world, 
of course my goal is always 
going to be 97 percent 
[attendance],” he said. 
“Because when we have 
our kids at school, they’re 
learning. Th at’s compared 
to them being at home.”
 He noted the district has 
“a little work to do” if it 
hopes to reach 97 percent 
attendance. Strategies to 
encourage attendance in-
clude principals making 
parent contact to ensure 
students come to school if 
they are able to attend.
 School board meetings 
also include special recog-
nitions.
 Th e September 19 meet-
ing featured recognitions 
of Leopard Pride Students 
of the Month Ana Huer-
ta and Bruce Yosten of 
Gainesville High School, 
Anahi Paz and Sophye 
Johnson of Gainesville 
Junior High School, Kin-
sley Nance and Aerilyn 
Call of Gainesville Inter-
mediate School, Daenerys 
Davis and Jayden Ayala 
of Chalmers Elementary 
School and Tobias Sample 
and Jayci Morton of Edi-
son Elementary School. 
Th e students receive their 
Student of the Month 
awards on their respective 
campuses.
 Employee and teachers 
of the month attended the 
meeting. Th e three indi-
viduals received recogni-
tion along with plaques 
and gifts from local mer-
chants. Employee of the 
Month for September 
was Terry Hix. Elemen-
tary Teacher of the Month 
was Stephanie Marshall. 
Secondary Teacher of the 
Month was Susan Fuller.
 Th e meeting also includ-
ed an update on instruc-
tional coaching from As-
sistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum and Instruc-
tion LaCreasha Stille. Th e 
program aims to increase 
the eff ectiveness of teach-
ers and to help educators 
overcome any weaknesses 
in their skill set.
 Th e board approved the 
following action items.
 Clarify previous 2022-
2023 school calendar ap-
proval on Jan. 18, 2022 

for the intention of apply-
ing for staff  development 
minutes waiver of 2100 
minutes.
 Master interlocal agree-
ment between Education 
Service Center Region 10 
and Gainesville ISD.
 Competitive sealed pro-
posal from Concrete Pros 
for concrete between the 
GHS band grid and tennis 
courts.
 Th e following consent 
agenda was also approved.
 Minutes of the special 
Aug. 1, 2022 meeting.
 Minutes of the regular 
August 22, 2022 meeting.
 Monthly bill list.
 Financial statement.
 Quarterly investment 
report.
 Region 9 ESC Head 
Start memorandum of un-
derstanding 2022-2023.
 Region 9 ESC and 
GISD special education 
services memorandum 
of understanding 2022-
2023.
 J.C. Commercial pay-
ment – GISD warehouse 
and distribution.
 RoofConnect payment 
– Chalmers Elementary 
School.

School Safety, Hiring Teachers 

Top Priorities for GISD


